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Summary

The information in this newsletter is focused on the 45th Human Rights
Council held at the Palais de Nations in Geneva and on armed conflicts
in Libya and Yemen
An ongoing global pandemic, an increased number of foreign
mercenaries in Libya and mass violations against children in conflictaffected zones have become the center of our attention

We will not enjoy security without
development, we will not enjoy development
without security, and we will not enjoy either
without respect for human rights
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The Emerging Pattern of Systematic
Transfer of Mercenaries from Syria to Libya
Published by the International Organization for the Least Developed Countries
2 October 2020

The ongoing civil war in Libya is spilling over into
the Sahel region, and the effects of this
phenomenon are not only threatening the regional
and international security, peace and stability, but
also putting thousands of lives of civilians in
danger. Therefore, we captured detailed report on
an emerging pattern of systematic transfer of
mercenaries from Syria to Libya through the
analyses of the root causes to constructive
conclusions and recommendations to the conflict
in Libya.

The report calls the relevant United Nations bodies
and its international partners to urgently activate
measures and mechanisms that would allow
addressing the challenges posed by mercenaries
and foreign terrorist fighters. Our work on this
phenomenon follows the establishment of the
Independent Fact-Finding Mission on Libya in June
2020 by the Human Rights Council and is
complemented with a statement delivered at the
first oral update of the Fact-Finding Mission to the
Council on October 5, 2020.

Click here to read the full article
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Annual Report of the
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Children and Armed
Conflict to the General Assembly
New York, 25 August 2020- As the vulnerability of
boys and girls living amidst hostilities continues and is
further exacerbated by the COVID-19 global pandemic,
processes such as ceasefires, peace processes and
security sector reform must be seized as opportunities
to strengthen mechanisms to protect children,
emphasized the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General (SRSG) for Children and Armed
Conflict, Virginia Gamba, in her Annual Report to the
General Assembly published this week.
The report covers the period from August 2019 to July
2020 and details high levels of grave violations against
children, with the denial of humanitarian access, attacks
on schools and hospitals, and sexual violence showing
some of the most worrying trends; it also highlights the
central role of peace operations and special political
missions to support to child protection efforts.
Strengthening Partnerships and Catalyzing Action
Strong collaboration with partners such as UNICEF, the
UN Department of Peace Operations and the
Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs, as
well as with Member

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/08/seizingopportunities-to-better-protect-conflict-affected-children-iscritical-as-the-world-responds-to-covid-19/

States and civil society organizations, enabled the SRSG to
secure several commitments for conflict-affected children.
Those include the criminalization of child recruitment and use in
the Child Protection Code promulgated in 2020 in the Central
African Republic (CAR), the comprehensive Action Plan signed
by the Government of South Sudan covering all six grave
violations, and military command orders and unilateral
roadmaps aimed at ending and preventing grave violations
against children issued by non-State actors in CAR, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and Syria.
15 years of Monitoring and Reporting
As we mark the 15th anniversary of the United Nations-led
monitoring and reporting mechanism established through
Security Council resolution 1612 (2005), the report underlines
the centrality of this unique tool for delivering tangible and lifesaving results in ending and preventing grave violations
against conflict-affected children. At the same time, the report
emphasizes challenges faced by the monitoring and reporting
mechanism. “The monitoring and reporting mechanism is only
as strong as the resources available for its functioning. Well
trained, specialized and dedicated child protection advisers on
the ground are central pillars to ensure that the mechanism and
the CAAC mandate are effective. More thanever the support of
the General Assembly, in particular though its
Fifth Committee, is critical in the translation of child protection
priorities into mission staffing and budgeting processes,” said
Virginia Gamba.
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Written Statements
Written statements submitted by Organisation internationale por les pays les moins avancés (OIPMA), a
non-governmental organization in special consultative status
The Secretary-General has received the following written statement which is circulated in accordance
with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31

45th Human Rights Council
Agenda Item 2
Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and reports of the Office of the
High Commissioner and the Secretary-General:
COVID-19: Proposals for Response and Recovery

https://ioldc.org/documents/pdf/G2022637.pdf

Agenda Item 2 and 10
Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and reports of the Office
of the High Commissioner and the Secretary-General:
Technical assistance and capacity-building - The situation of minorities in Yemen

https://ioldc.org/documents/pdf/G2022638.pdf

Agenda Item 2 and 10
Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and reports of the Office
of the High Commissioner and the Secretary-General:
Technical assistance and capacity-building - The human rights situation in Yemen

https://ioldc.org/documents/pdf/G2022627.pdf

Agenda Item 3 and 10
Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights,
including the right to development
Technical assistance and capacity-building - Dimensions of the transfer of mercenaries and foreign terrorist
fighters from the Syrian Arab Republic to Libya and its impact on international peace, security and human
rights

https://ioldc.org/documents/pdf/G2023030.pdf
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War in Yemen
General Debate: ITEM 3 Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development

Click here to read the full statment
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Madam President,
People in South Yemen live under occupation
since war broke out in 1994 and the North Yemeni
forces invaded the South, following the collapse of
unification. Therefore they are calling to restore
their independent state.
Today, despite the conflict of interests between the
Islah party (Muslim Brotherhood, the decisionmaker in the Yemeni government) and the
Houthis, the Islah party turned the war towards the
south to create chaos and spread terror They have
also perpetrated war crimes in the South with the
aim to eradicate the Southern Transitional Council
and impose the domination of the north over the
south.

Last august, the Muslim Brotherhood militias
under direction of the Yemeni government forces
handed over all front-line positions in province of
Abyan to al-Qaeda and ISIS elements. And, they
assigned the operational command tasks to
Leader of ISIS and al Qaeda to defeat the STC
forces.
IOLDC therefore, recommends that the only way
to end the ongoing war and to achieve peace is to
identify the War Lords among both, the Yemeni
government and the Houthis and refer them to the
ICC.
Thank you, Madam President
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The Right to Development
General Debate: ITEM 5 Human Rights bodies and mechanisms

Click here to read the full statment
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Madame President,
OIPMA welcomes the report of the Advisory
Committee of the Human Rights Council on the
importance of a legally binding instrument on
the right to development.
OIPMA believes that a legally binding
instrument on the right to development would
create an enabling environment for development
and more favorable conditions for all human
rights. It would facilitate a holistic approach to
address the systemic and structural causes of
poverty, strengthen the foundations for inclusive
growth, especially in areas of particular concern
to developing countries, especially the least
developed countries.

The rapid implementation and realization of
the right to development is more urgent than
ever, given the multidimensional challenge of
eradicating extreme poverty and achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals, in the
context of the pandemic of COVID-19 and in
light of contemporary threats that could
represent climate change and the decline of
biodiversity.
The rapid codification of a legally binding
instrument on the right to development would
be a big step in the right direction.
Thank you Madam President.
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The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
General Debate: ITEM 8 Follow-up and implementation of the Vienna Declaration
and Programme of Action

Click her to red the full statment
Madam President,
As Article 10 of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action emphasizes, states should
cooperate with each other in ensuring
development and eliminating obstacles to
development. Today, the COVID-19 has
impacted the world at large, and the LDCs in
particular.
LDCs have taken a number of preventive
measures.
However,
considering
the
circumstances, high poverty rate, population
density and insecurity, these measures are hard
to implement. The health systems in LDCs are
unable to effectively cope with the pandemic
while lockdowns and shut down of businesses
have a devastating effect on livelihoods

Therefore, we should focus on strengthening the
international cooperation and solidarity with
LDCs in the fight against the COVID-19
pandemic, and consider ways to operationalize
the right to development in LDCs and to
strengthen unity and solidarity to realize the
right to development in responding to COVID19.
We urge the international community to support
LDCs and call on the UN mandate holders to
focus on the adverse impacts of the pandemic
and present to the HRC policy proposals for
relief and recovery for LDCs.
Thank you, Madam President.
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Turkey's Syrian Mercenaries in Libya
Interactive Dialogue: ITEM 10 The fact-finding mission in Libya

Click her t o read the full statment
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Madam President,
OIPMA draws your attention to emerging pattern of
a systematic transfer of mercenaries and foreign
terrorist fighters by Turkey and the Libyan
Government of National Accord from Syria to
Libya; the latest reports have confirmed that 16500
Syrian mercenaries have been transferred to
Libya, among them ISIS, Al Qaeda, the Al Nusra
elements, and 350 children under the age of 18
with the support of the Muslim Brotherhood.
This is a flagrant breach of Security Council
Resolution 2178 and the International Convention
on the use of mercenaries and IHL and IHRL.

OIPMA draws the attention of the independent fact
finding mission on the catastrophic outcome of the
transfer of thousands of mercenaries to Libya, and
the consequences of making Libya a transit zone for
mercenaries to the Sahel region and Europe, and
recommends to further investigate this phenomenon
in order to hold perpetrators accountable.
OIPMA recommends the fact finding mission to
emphasize on peace talks, including the immediate
withdrawal of mercenaries and the dismantling of
extremist militias in Libya as a condition for ensuring
peace and stability in the country.
Thank you, Madam President.
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The Group of Eminent Experts on Yemen
General Debate: ITEM 10 Technical assistance and capacity-building

click her to read the full statment

Madame President,
The Group of Eminent Experts report on Yemen
repeated the same allegations about violations
which were made in its previous report.
The Civil Network for Media development and
Human Rights, consisting of six non-governmental
organizations based in Aden, formed a fact-finding
team to verify the validity of the allegations and
other accusations mentioned in the report.
Accordingly, the network addressed that both
reports of the Group of Eminent Experts have
ignored the gross violations committed by the
Houthis and the Muslim Brotherhood forces in
Yemen led by the Islah Party - the decision-maker
in the Yemeni government.

And focused on the allegations based on contacts
with unreliable and nonindependent sources and
with NGOs established by the Muslim
Brotherhood branch in Yemen (Islah Party - the
decision-maker in the Yemeni government) who
misled the group of eminent experts with false,
fabricated, and politically motivated allegations as
an attempt to discredit the reputation of the
Southern Transitional Council and the UAE.
Therefore, OIPMA calls upon the Council to
reconsider the allegations without evidence and to
review the method of work of the Group of
Eminent Experts, especially while the Group of
Experts has never been to Yemen.
Thank you, Madame President.
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Article
African Union Summit: SRSG for Children and Armed
Conflict Calls for Increased Cooperation in Preventing
Grave Violations Against Children
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As the world is getting ready to mark the International Day
against the Use of Child Soldiers on February 12th, the
Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children
and Armed Conflict (SRSG CAAC), Ms. Virginia Gamba,
made a strong plea for increasing prevention efforts to better
protect children from hostilities during the African Union
Summit in Addis Ababa.
“Prevention efforts are particularly important to ensure that
children are not put at risk,” SRSG Gamba said. “The
Security Council, in its resolution 2427 (2018), put a strong
emphasis on the issue of prevention of violations against
children, particularly in a regional context. As the African
Union makes Silencing the Guns a central priority of its
action, I look forward to cooperating closely with the African
Union and its member States to develop strategies to prevent
violations against children.”
The Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict
was one of the speakers at the High-Level Breakfast
Dialogue: Stop the War on Children — Dividend of “Silencing
the Guns”, organized by Save the Children in collaboration
with the Permanent Missions of Norway and Sweden to the
African Union.

Other distinguished panelists included the Presidents of
Ethiopia and Nigeria, the President of Stop the War on
Children Mali and the CEO of Save the Children South
Africa.
The collaboration between the African Union and the CAAC
Office goes back to the very origins of the Children and
Armed Conflict mandate, which was created following the
Graça Machel study on the impact of conflict on children in
1996. This partnership was consolidated in 2013 with the
signature of an agreement to strengthen protection
mechanisms to ensure that child protection is a critical
component of the peace and security agenda for the
continent. More recently, the African Union, together with the
European Union, co-sponsored the launch of the campaign
ACT to Protect children affected by conflict in April 2019 in
New York, marking the deeper engagement of the AU in the
protection of children from armed conflict.
The African Union’s increasing role in maintaining peace and
security on the continent makes the collaboration between
the AU and the CAAC Office even more critical. Security
Council Resolutions 2427 (2018) and 2457 (2019) provide
additional opportunities to jointly respond to child protection
challenges and devise measures to prevent grave violations
against boys and girls.

12

