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Summary

The information in this newsletter is focused on the 60th Human Rights
Council Session held in Geneva from September 8 to October 8, 2025. This
session focused on grave country-specific situations in Myanmar, Sudan, and
Afghanistan, among others, and discussed key themes including unilateral
coercive measures, the rights of intersex persons, climate justice, and the
recognition of Indigenous Peoples. The session concluded with ongoing efforts
to address these urgent human rights issues amidst global instability.

6‘ The Human Rights Council works to address security and
human rights challenges in vulnerable regions, promoting
peace and dignity for all. ”
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Written Statements

Written Statements Submitted by the Organisation internationale pour les pays
les moins avancés (International Organization for the Least Developed
Countries, OIPMA), a non-governmental organization in special consultative
status

The Secretary-General has received the following written statements which
were circulated in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution
1996/31

60TH HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

e Agenda Item 2

Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights and reports of the Office of the High Commissioner and the
Secretary-General

Protecting Civilians and Children in Eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo:
A Call for Urgent Action in North Kivu
https://ioldc.org/documents/pdf/G2513576.pdf

How to Address the Catastrophic Humanitarian Crisis in the Sudan by 2025
https://oipma.org/wp-content/uploads/Written-Statement-Sudan.pdf

e Agenda Item 3

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights, including the right to development

Climate Change, Conflict, and Human Rights: A Call for Integrated Action
Ahead of COP30 https://ioldc.org/documents/pdf/G2022637.pdf
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Written Statements

Written Statements Submitted by the Organisation internationale pour les pays
les moins avancés (International Organization for the Least Developed
Countries, OIPMA), a non-governmental organization in special consultative
status

The Secretary-General has received the following written statement which was
circulated in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31

60TH HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

e Agenda Item 8

Follow-up and implementation of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action

Reaffirming Jus Cogens and Peaceful Dispute Resolution: Supporting United
Nations Security Council Resolution 2788 with Yemen as a Case Study
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g25/150/86/pdf/g2515086.pdf
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General Dialogue Statement

Madam Vice President,

We thank the Fact-Finding Mission for its vital work on the human rights situation in
eastern DRC.

Despite renewed diplomacy, North Kivu is at a breaking point. In and around Goma,
the resurgence of M23, the collapse of state authority, and the withdrawal of regional
forces have left civilians - especially children and women - exposed to violence and
mass displacement.

OIPMA, in collaboration with a local children’s home, has directly witnessed these
impacts. In January, clashes forced the children and their caregiver to flee on foot.
One child was injured, and a community leader who helped them was killed. Later,
the children were withdrawn from school after M23 reportedly entered the
compound in an attempted recruitment.

M23 now controls key areas, imposes illegal taxes, conscripts youth, and commits
grave abuses - including summary executions and conflict-related sexual violence.
Public services have stopped, food prices are soaring, and local organisations
operate under immense strain and personal risk.

This reflects a failure of protection and accountability. We urge the Council to act on
the Mission’s findings by deploying child protection monitors, supporting local
responders, and ensuring independent justice mechanisms.

Further recommendations are included in our written submission.

Thank you.

Click to Watch Full
Statement
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Interactive Dialogue Statement

Madam Vice President,

OIPMA welcomes this general debate on human rights bodies and mechanisms and
their critical role in addressing emerging challenges.

We commend the advisory committee's study on the human rights implications of
new and emerging military technologies and its ongoing work on disinformation and
human rights.

These reports highlight how Al and related technologies can threaten rights to life,
security, privacy and equality. When misused, militant groups are weaponizing Al
with little oversight, while dual use and autonomous systems risk escalating conflict
and eroding humanitarian norms.

Disinformation online further undermines truth and fuels division. Women and girls
face disproportionate harms from Al misuse in conflict zones to online abuse and
exclusion rooted in algorithmic bias, worsening gender inequality and silencing
marginalized voices.

Human rights bodies must strengthen monitoring and normative frameworks to help
ensure these technologies do not undermine peace, security and inclusion.

We also urge states to support human rights mechanisms by strengthening
accountability for military Al, safeguarding against gender based digital harms,
promoting inclusive bias free technology design, and deepening international
cooperation for shared governance. Failure to act threatens not only individual
rights, but also the integrity and effectiveness of human rights bodies, undermining
global peace and equality.

Thank you.

Click to Watch Full
Statement
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Interactive Dialogue Statement

Madam Vice-President,

To address Yemen’s multifaceted crisis, we urge the Council to adopt targeted
strategies that go beyond capacity-building and technical cooperation to tackle
the deeper political structures fuelling the conflict.

OIPMA recommends the following:

1. The Council should call on relevant UN bodies and the Quartet on Yemen to
move beyond conflict management toward a sustainable resolution grounded in
Jus cogens.

2. The Council should urge Yemeni stakeholders, with support from the Security
Council and the Quartet, to ease internal tensions by restructuring the
Presidential Leadership Council into a simpler model - comprising an honorary
president and two vice-presidents: one for northern, one for southern affairs.

3. The Council should recommend establishing two transitional governments: one

focused on reclaiming Sana’a from the Houthis and restoring governance in the
north, the other on rebuilding southern institutions in preparation for a federal
southern state that guarantees the rights of its people.

4. The Council should support capacity-building for the Southern Transitional
Council and recommend a Northern Transitional Council to help lay the
foundation for northern governance and the recovery of areas under Houthi
control.

These measures aim to prevent future conflict by promoting sustainable peace
and inclusive governance in Yemen.
Thank you.

Click to Watch Full
Statement
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Legal Basis for the Restoration of South Yemen:
Invoking Article 62 of the Vienna Convention on
the Law of Treaties

On October 14, 2025, the southern people of Yemen celebrated their National Day, calling
for the restoration of their federal state. In 1990, North and South Yemen united into one
nation, but three decades later, civil war, Houthi conquests, and deep division have
shattered that dream. The Southern Transitional Council (STC) now controls the south and
seeks independence—Ilegally, via Article 62 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties.

Article 62, or rebus sic stantibus, permits withdrawal from a treaty when unforeseen changes
make its core purpose impossible. The 1990 pact was a political merger dissolving two states
with promises of equality and stability—promises that failed. In 1994, northern forces
crushed southern resistance in civil war. In 2014, Houthis seized Sana’a, expelling the
government, now exiled in Aden and Riyadh. Today, the north is Houthi-run, the south STC-
administered. None of this was foreseen or caused by the south; mutual consent has
collapsed.

Article 62 excludes only boundary treaties, but the 1990 accord erased borders, not defined
them, so the south can invoke fundamental change without violation. Uti possidetis juris
preserves South Yemen’s 1967 independence borders, requiring only recognition, not
redrawing.

The STC meets Montevideo statehood criteria: population, territory, government, and
foreign ties. It is not rebelling but withdrawing from a failed treaty. As Yemen's war
continues, recognizing South Yemen could end one front, secure Bab al-Mandab, and bring
peace. International law is the solution, not the barrier. As STC leader Aidarous al-Zubaidi
says, “Southern independence is the only path to lasting peace.” The law agrees.

Click to Watch Full Video
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Montevideo Convention and the Principle of Uti
Possidetis Juris

According to the Montevideo Convention and the principle of uti possidetis juris, both
recognised in international law, the restoration of the pre-unity state of South Yemen
could be supported. This is because the Southern Transitional Council appears to
meet the criteria of statehood — possessing a permanent population, a defined
territory, effective governance over Aden and other southern regions, and the
capacity to engage in international relations.
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