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Southern Yemen: OIPMA observes a significant shift toward a two-
state solution, security, stability, peace, and human rights

The Organisation Internationale pour les Pays les Moins Avancés (OIPMA)
notes that, following the Southern Transitional Council’'s (STC) successful
operation strengthening its control over Hadhramaut and Al-Mahrah, the
STC has further consolidated its grip on these governorates by dismantling
the First Military Region's brigades. These brigades had long served as
safe havens and facilitation hubs for Al-Qaeda elements, arms smuggling
routes, and weapon transfers to the Houthis in the north.

Evidence indicates that the STC now exercises full control over southern
Yemen, marking a significant shift in the security and administrative
landscape and representing a major change in governance arrangements.

Following the STC-led military operation “Eastern Arrows” last week, which
eliminated the last major AQAP cells in Abyan, OIPMA notes the STC and
its affiliated forces have long played a central role in counter-terrorism and
maritime security in southern Yemen. Between 2017 and 2019, the STC in
close coordination with UAE-led coalition partners, successfully cleared Al-
Qaeda and ISIS strongholds from Hadhramaut and Al-Mahra, establishing
a sustained record that continues today.

This partnership has recently expanded to include direct British support. In
November 2025, UK Minister for the Middle East, Hamish Falconer, visited
Aden, inspected UK-funded patrol boats operated by southern coast guard
units, and reaffirmed London’s commitment to enhancing maritime
capabilities to combat smuggling, piracy, and Houthi threats. These
developments underline the STC’s evolving role chaired by President
Aidarus al-Zubaidi, Vice President of the Presidential Leadership Council,
as a reliable regional and international partner in counter-terrorism and in
safeguarding freedom of navigation through the strategic Bab al-Mandeb
Strait, a vital artery for global trade, energy flows, and the reduction of
piracy threats.

OIPMA has observed the circulation of disinformation by the Muslim
Brotherhood and other extremist groups regarding recent developments in
southern Yemen. The organization encourages international stakeholders,
media outlets, and policy actors to rely on verified information and to
distinguish  substantiated observations from unverified claims or
disinformation that could exacerbate regional instability.

OIPMA calls upon diplomatic missions, international organizations, and



relevant United Nations mechanisms to engage pragmatically with the
evolving situation in southern Yemen. Efforts should focus on respecting
the will of the people of the South, who have been demanding the
restoration of their state since 1994, in accordance with Article 1 of the two
International Covenants and the relevant peremptory norms of international
law, in order to end the conflict, build peace, promote human rights, and
implement the Sustainable Development Goals.
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