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  Climate Change, Conflict, and Human Rights: A Call for 
Integrated Action Ahead of COP30 

As the international community prepares for the 2025 Climate Summit (COP30) in Belém, 

Organisation internationale pour les pays les moins avancés (OIPMA) welcomes the growing 

recognition that climate change is not only an environmental and economic crisis, but a 

human rights emergency. The recent Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice 

(ICJ) on 23 July 2025, confirms that states have binding obligations to protect the climate 

system, and that failure to act may constitute an internationally wrongful act, with 

consequences for present and future generations. 

The 80th anniversary of the United Nations and the Pact for the Future present a vital 

opportunity to shift how the international system addresses this crisis. For the world’s Least 

Developed Countries (LDCs), climate change is already driving displacement, food 

insecurity, and loss of livelihoods, often in contexts marked by political fragility and 

underinvestment. Yet these same countries, and the communities within them, are routinely 

marginalised in climate decision-making and financing. 

OIPMA’s forthcoming white paper on the climate–conflict nexus will highlight how climate 

stressors can act as threat multipliers in fragile states. Drawing on comparative analysis from 

Mali, the Central African Republic, and Ethiopia, the paper aims to explore how 

environmental degradation, disrupted agriculture, and governance deficits can converge to 

exacerbate insecurity. While the research focuses on Africa, the dynamics are evident in other 

regions, including Yemen, where climate extremes have deepened the impact of prolonged 

conflict on civilian life. 

We urge the Human Rights Council to recognise that climate inaction is not neutral. It 

disproportionately harms those least responsible for emissions: rural communities, 

Indigenous peoples, and younger generations, thus undermining rights to life, health, food, 

water, and development. These are not abstract concerns; they are legally recognised rights, 

increasingly linked to climate obligations under both treaty and customary international law, 

as reaffirmed by the ICJ. 

In this context, we call on the Council and all Member States to: 

• Embed climate risk in conflict prevention and human rights mechanisms, in line with 

the ICJ’s conclusions and the core tenets of international law. 

• Ensure LDCs and climate-vulnerable communities have meaningful participation in 

climate negotiations and funding architecture, particularly at COP30 and in the 

implementation of the Pact for the Future. 

• Mobilise inclusive and flexible climate finance to support adaptation in fragile 

contexts, where smaller-scale investment can have transformative effects for stability 

and dignity. 

• Acknowledge OIPMA’s forthcoming white paper when published this year that will 

outline new proposals to strengthen institutional coordination on climate security, 

including at the UN level. 

As COP30 approaches, OIPMA urge all governments to match their climate commitments 

not only to science, but to law and justice. The most vulnerable cannot afford delay, and the 

international system cannot afford to fail them. 
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